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ASSIGNATURA: English for Media Studies  

ESTUDIS: 

CODI:  

 
TIPUS:     CURS: 3    SEMESTRE:   
CRÈDITS hores/setmana: 
CRÈDITS ECTS:  
PROFESSOR: Catherine Otey, B.A. 
IDIOMA: English 
 
 
PREREQUISITS: 
 
CONEIXEMENTS PREVIS: This class is intended for second-cycle students majoring in 
media studies (particularly those interested in television and film) who have successfully 
completed the four levels of English for Communication Studies at this university, or have 
Cambridge First Certificate or equivalent. 
 
ASSIGNATURES QUE S’HAN DE CURSAR SIMULTÀNIAMENT:  
 
DESCRIPCIÓ ASSIGNATURA:  
 
English for Media Studies has been designed with the input of media experts, according to 
the needs of students majoring in media studies. 
Students will be working in English on the entire process of creating a short film consisting of 
one 10-minute scene. The class imparts creative writing techniques and techniques of 
persuasion, as well as technical vocabulary and concepts related to all aspects of filmmaking 
and television script-writing processes: script analysis and construction, script breakdown, the 
shooting script, scheduling and budgeting, working with actors, post-production, pitching a 
script. 
 
 
OBJECTIUS ASSIGNATURA:  
 
1. To familiarize students with both the techniques and the language associated with all 
aspects of creation and production in the process of making a short film in an English-
speaking setting.   
2. To consolidate and improve upon the skills and knowledge of English acquired in English 
for Communication Studies, I-IV. 
 
 
CONTINGUTS:  
 
I. ANALYSIS OF A SCREENPLAY 

1. Introduction to basic outline of a formula screenplay 
      2. Plot elements: twists, establishing mood, the dark moment, foreshadowing, subplots, 

and denouement  
3. Summary and analysis of existing short screenplays 
 

II. CREATION OF STUDENT’S OWN SCREENPLAY 
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1. Writing of 3-4 drafts with feedback and critique 
2. Characteristics of a good beginning 
3. Characteristics of good dialogue 
4. Effective and ineffective characterization 
5. Characteristics of a good ending 
 

III. THE PRODUCTION PROCESS 
1. Script breakdown 
2. The shooting script 
3. Scheduling and budgeting 
4. Casting and working with actors 
5. Editing 
 

IV. SELLING THE SCREENPLAY 
1. E-mail communication 
2. The pitch 
 

V. SITCOM WRITING 
     1. Character creation 
     2. One-liners 
     3. Gags 
 
 
METODOLOGIA: 
 
Task-based methodology is used, with the script-writing or filmmaking process broken down 
into a series of discrete tasks as listed in the syllabus.  Each task consists of a pre-task 
containing both language and content input; a task cycle which includes planning and 
executing a real task related to the steps in the process of creation or production of film or 
television; and a report or outcome, which may be either oral or written depending on the 
nature of the task.  Some tasks are individual; others are done in small groups of 3-4 
students. 
 
AVALUACIÓ:   
 

A. Exams – There is one written final exam which constitutes 50% of the final 
grade in the course. 

C.  Papers – Each small group will produce a 10-minute screenplay, including plot 
summary and character description, as well as a break-down and shooting 
script. 

G. Project – Each group will shoot either the entire short film or the trailer for their 
film. 

H. Presentations - Each student will do two individual and two group reports orally 
in English, as well as preparing and presenting the final pitch for their film.  

 
The average of the grades the students receive for their presentations, project and 
pitch represents 50% of the final grade; the abovementioned final written exam 
represents the remaining 50%. 

 
 
CRITERIS D’AVALUACIÓ DE RESULTATS: 
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Objective 1: 
 

• The student must demonstrate familiarity with and ability to use the language 
associated with all aspects of the creation and production of a short film in English.  
[A, C, G, H]. 

 
Objective 2: 

• The student must demonstrate ability to use written and spoken English adequately 
to convey complex ideas, the plot of a film, an analysis of a scene and the 
description of a character. [A, C, G, H ]. 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAFIA BÀSICA: 
OTEY, C. & LATUSSEK, J. L. English for Media Studies Workbook.  Barcelona, 2005. 
 
HARMON, R. The Beginning Filmmaker’s Guide to Directing. New York: Walker Publishing 
Company, Inc., 1993. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAFIA i/o MATERIAL COMPLEMENTARI: 
Complementary materials includes several original screenplays provided by instructor and 
films including “Brazil”, “Bladerunner”, “Glengarry Glen Ross” and “Raging Bull”. 
 
PREPARAT PER: Catherine Otey 
 
DATA DE LA DARRERA REVISIÓ: 3 July 2006 
 


